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PRAYER  FOR  A LOVED  ONE 

Fill  his  soul  with  love  o’erflowing 
For  all  beings  and  all  life. 

Guide  his  mind,  Eternal  Wisdom, 

Free  his  wayward  heart  from  strife. 

Draw  him  to  thee  in  sweet  silence. 

Show  him  the  reason  for  his  birth. 

Lift  his  understanding  closer 
To  true  knowledge  of  his  worth. 

Lead  him  gently  to  thy  bidding. 

Show  him  how  to  do  his  part. 

And  through  trouble,  pain  and  grieving. 
Sustain,  O Lord,  his  faltering  heart. 

Teach  him,  too,  the  joy  of  worship. 

Let  him  feel  his  soul  take  flight. 

As  it  struggles  ever  upward. 

To  rest  contented  in  the  light. 

— Penelope  Williams 
Multnomah  Meeting 

A PEACE  APPEAL  FROM  NORWAY 

To  Friends  everywhere: 

For  more  than  three  hundred  years  Friends 
have  been  united  in  their  peace  testimony.  The 
first  Friends  left  their  homes  and  went  forth  to 
proclaim  the  truth  in  their  heart  that  the  Inner 
Light  makes  it  impossible  to  injure  or  kill  another 
human  being. 

Today  we,  as  Quakers,  often  talk  about  sharing 
our  faith  with  others.  We  bring  no  religious  dog- 
ma. But  today,  if  ever,  is  the  right  time  to  preach 
the  gospel  of  peace.  The  whole  world  is  holding 
its  breath  in  expectation.  All  are  longing  for  the 
great  vital  message,  “Thou  shalt  not  kill.” 

The  world  often  expresses  its  confidence  in  our 
Society  because  of  its  efforts  in  various  directions. 
Let  us  try  anew  to  be  worthy  of  this  confidence. 
We  must  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  bring  this 
gospel,  this  burning  message,  to  mankind. 

Friends  in  Norway  hereby  address  themselves 
through  the  Yearly  Meetings  to  Friends  all  over 
the  world.  Let  us  all  consider  carefully  the  re- 
sponsibility we  have  both  as  individuals  and  as  a 
Society.  Let  us,  everywhere,  send  urgent  appeals 
to  the  people  and  the  authorities  of  our  various 
countries,  to  stop  all  experiments  with  nuclear 
weapons,  to  call  a halt  to  the  arms  race,  and  in- 
stead to  use  the  money  to  improve  the  standard 
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of  living  of  those  two-thirds  of  the  world’s  popu- 
lation who  so  sorely  need  it. 

Let  us,  within  each  Quaker  group,  encourage 
and  support  those  members  who  are  ready  to  de- 
vote all  their  energies  to  find  and  use  every  op- 
portunity of  proclaiming  the  peace  message.  And 
let  our  Meetings  mutually  exchange  thoughts  and 
experience  on  this  question,  the  most  burning  of 
all,  so  that  we  can  reach  a better  understanding 
of  the  problems  that  lie  before  us. 

We  never  know  whether  our  efforts  will  pro- 
duce any  visible  results.  Yet  we  must  at  all  times 
do  that  which  is  right,  that  to  which  the  Inner 
Light  points  the  way.  If  we  can  find  the  right 
word  our  message  will  be  fruitful,  and  will  spread 
to  wider  circles. 

Let  us  stand  united  in  earnest  work  for  this 
task.  Let  us  stand  united  in  prayer  that  every 
one  of  us  may  be  an  instrument  in  the  service 
of  peace. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  Norway  Yearly  Meeting, 
Ole  F.  Olden,  clerk 


THE  MEETING'S  RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR  EDUCATION 

A Report  on  the  Sessions  with  Amelia  Swayne, 
Held  at  Yearly  Meeting,  1959 

It  is  the  home  that  gives  the  child  his  basic 
religious  training.  The  Meeting  has  the  re- 
sponsibility and  opportunity  to  supplement 
this  training,  helping  to  nurture  his  develop- 
ment, surrounding  him  and  his  family  with 
loving  care. 

At  Yearly  Meeting  the  discussion  groups  on 
religious  education  in  the  Meeting  were  fruit- 
ful in  terms  of  both  curriculum  for  Meeting 
education  programs  and  solutions  for  specific 
Meeting  problems.  Although  Amelia  Swayne 
gave  some  immediate  answers  to  questions, 
she  proved  adept  at  directing  the  discussion 
into  a mutual  sharing  of  problems  and  their 
solutions.  A few  of  the  ideas  that  came  out  of 
these  sessions  are  shared  with  you  here.  It  is 
unfortunate  that  the  lively  discussion  which 
proceeded  each  conclusion  can  not  be  passed 
on,  for  it  was  always  thought-provoking  and 
perhaps  of  more  value  than  the  actual  con- 
clusions themselves. 

A Friends’  Sunday  School  should  not  be  a 
warmed-over  Sunday  School.  The  curriculum 
should  be  planned  in  detail,  but  the  methods 
of  presentation  should  be  flexible.  Search  for 
new  and  stimulating  approaches  to  the  ex- 
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periertce  of  learning.  Feel  free  to  combine 
groups  for  special  sessions;  invite  guests  to 
contribute  to  discussions;  visit  places  related 
to  the  topic;  change  the  place  of  meeting  (i.e., 
try  a new  spot  such  as  the  Meeting  library  or 
another  classroom;  meet  out-of-doors,  in  a 
home,  another  church,  etc.)  with  the  relation- 
ship to  the  lesson  in  mind. 

Nursery  - Intermediate 

The  first  session,  devoted  to  the  nursery 
through  intermediate  grades,  brought  out 
these  points  which  Amelia  Swayne  summar- 
ized, adding  suggestions  from  her  own  ex- 
perience: 

1.  Before  a curriculum  can  be  planned  we 
must  decide: 

a.  What  are  the  goals  of  the  program? 

b.  What  is  our  philosophy  of  education? 

c.  What  specifically  do  we  want  taught? 

It  was  suggested  that  a meeting  of  the 
entire  Meeting  membership,  for  an  exchange 
of  ideas  on  these  three  points,  would  be  help- 
ful to  those  responsible  for  planning  the 
school.  One  Monthly  Meeting  finds  volun- 
teers for  teachers  at  this  meeting.  Inexper- 
ienced but  willing  members  and  attenders 
are  put  to  work  helping  with  field  trips, 
AFSC  projects,  creative  activities,  pick-up 
after  classes,  organizing  a teachers’  library, 
extra  help  in  nursery,  assistant  to  teachers, 
etc.  Through  these  activities  they  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  materials  and 
techniques  used  in  the  Sunday  School  pro- 
gram in  addition  to  contributing  to  the  im- 
mediate program,  and  may  become  future 
teachers. 

2.  The  most  effective  experiences  in  learn- 
ing are  the  concrete  ones  in  which  the  stu- 
dent himself  takes  an  active  part,  such  as  a 
visit  to  other  Meetings  or  churches,  a work- 
camp  project,  class  or  individual  exhibits, 
field  trips,  dramatic  participation,  etc.  Less 
effective  but  good  are  the  more  easily  con- 
trived experiences  such  as  viewing  motion 
pictures,  slides,  books,  listening  to  records, 
radio,  stories.  The  least  effective  experiences 
are  those  of  verbal  symbols,  i.e.  lecture-typq 
presentations.  Since  the  average  Meeting  ob- 
viously can  not  design  a program  that  will 
include  the  most  spectacular  of  the  learning 
experiences,  a curriculum  needs  to  be  well 
planned  in  order  to  include  some  of  these 
activities  at  the  most  appropriate  times  in 
the  lesson  series,  and  to  insure  a good  variety 
of  experiences  through  the  year.  (Variety  is 
not  good  in  the  nursery  or  kindergarten 
group,  where  the  children  need  routine  for  a 
sense  of  security.  Change  of  teachers,  room, 
etc.,  is  disruptive.) 

3.  Teaching  from  the  Bible  (There  was 


much  warm  discussion  at  this  point)  should 
begin  with  the  first  classes.  Formal  teaching 
of  the  Bible,  however,  should  not  begin  until 
about  the  5th  or  6th  grades.  It  is  difficult  for 
young  children  to  conceive  of  distance  and 
time,  so  they  easily  tire  of  history  (either 
Bible  or  Quaker). 

At  about  the  4th  grade  level  interest  in  the 
Old  Testament  begins,  tying  the  school  and 
the  world  together.  Introduce  the  New  Test- 
ament first  in  the  lower  grades  to  give  the 
concept  of  God  that  Jesus  had,  not  the  pro- 
phets. The  wonder  box  idea  is  a good  one  for 
introducing  primary  children  to  God’s  world. 
(See  Moments  of  Wonder,  by  Helen  Lovett.) 

4.  The  Sunday  School  experience  will 
mean  more  to  the  children  if  they  feel  a part 
of  the  meeting  for  worship.  A family  hour 
once  a month,  or  a short  period  of  singing  or 
program  followed  by  a few  minutes  of  wor- 
ship together  as  families  each  Sunday,  helps 
to  adjust  small  children  to  the  Sunday  School 
and  meeting.  Family  outings  or  sings  and 
worship  together  outside  the  meeting  for 
worship  help  acquaint  the  children  with  one 
another  and  with  adults  who  are  or  may  be 
their  teachers. 

5.  Make  use  of  the  material  available 
through  the  Philadelphia  office.  The  cur- 
riculum chart  is  a good  guide  for  what  to 
teach  at  different  age  levels.  The  Ligon 
chart  giving  needs  of  children  at  various  age 
levels  makes  a good  companion  chart.  Other 
church  Sunday  School  material  can  be  added 
to  the  library  for  source  material.  It  is  help- 
ful to  catalogue  it  under  both  topic  and  age 
level. 

6.  Keep  a card  file  and  notebook  with  the 
children’s  names,  material  they  have  been 
taught,  notes  for  teachers  on  courses  taught, 
curriculum,  etc.  They  are  helpful  to  future 
teachers  and  committees. 

High  School  and  College 

“What  is  the  role  of  the  meeting  in  the 
program  for  high  school  and  college  age?” 
“Do  we  supervise  too  much  or  too  little?” 
“Should  they  have  a class  or  be  in  meeting 
for  worship?” 

There  were  more  questions  and  fewer 
answers  in  the  session  devoted  to  this  age 
level.  Several  suggestions  made  food  for 
thought,  however. 

1.  Why  don’t  we  ask  the  young  people  what 
they  would  like?  Include  young  people  on 
some  of  the  committees  pertinent  to  their 
interests.  Take  time  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  young  people.  Give  them  the  loudest 
voice  in  the  decision  to  have  a Sunday  School 
class  or  attend  meeting  for  worship.  Consult 
them  in  choosing  their  teacher  or  leader.  If 


PAGE  3— OCTOBER  1959 


they  have  a class,  invite  them  to  attend 
meeting  for  worship  as  often  as  they  desire 
to  do  so. 

2.  High  school  groups  often  suffer  because 
too  many  barriers  and-or  goals  are  removed 
or  never  set  up.  They  need  expanding  hori- 
zons, but  definite  ones.  They  need  depend- 
able, determined  adults  in  Meeting  who  mean 
what  they  say  and  stand  firm.  It  is  the  adults’ 
responsibility  to  provide  the  framework  and 
teach  the  young  people.  An  im-portant  func- 
tion of  the  adult  advisor  is  to  aid  in  a decision 
about  how  to  accomplish  the  things  they 
want  to  do,  and  then  see  that  the  young 
people  have  the  opportunity  to  carry  out 
their  decisions. 

3.  This  is  a good  age  to  teach  history  and 
principles  of  Quakerism,  and  to  visit  other 
Meetings  and  churches.  Provide  a general 
background  of  (1)  Christianity,  (2)  Quaker- 
ism, and  (3)  other  world  religions,  before 
visiting  much  in  other  churches.  Devise  in- 
teresting ways  of  studying.  In  one  class,  the 
8th  grade  girls  began  their  Quaker  history 
by  studying  Quaker  weddings,  including  try- 
ing on  a wedding  gown  belonging  to  a mem- 
ber of  the  Meeting.  Another  introduced  their 
study  with  slides  showing  meeting  houses. 
One  class  finished  in  the  spring  with  half  a 
day  out  of  doors,  dramatizing  some  of  the 
incidents  that  were  high  lights  in  their  study. 
The  following  Sunday  the  entire  Meeting  was 
invited  to  see  their  “play,”  and  everyone  en- 
joyed a pot-luck  dinner  and  a short  meeting 
for  worship  out  of  doors. 

4.  The  college-age  young  person  is  often 
neglected  in  a small  Meeting,  for  he  is  usually 
in  the  minority.  He  should  be  invited  espec- 
ially to  attend  Meeting  forums,  discussions, 
etc.,  assist  with  the  Sunday  School  program, 
help  with  organization  of  Meeting  activities, 
be  a member  of  a working  committee.  All 
young  people  should  have  times  together 
apart  from  the  Sunday  School  and  meeting 
for  worship.  Music,  folk-dancing,  parties, 
sports,  outings,  summer  camps,  all  offer  op- 
portunities for  group  activity. 

Summer  Activity 

“What  do  we  do  with  our  children  in  the 
Meeting  for  the  summer  months?” 

Children  are  free  during  the  summer  and 
need  planned  activity  in  the  Sunday  School. 
Explore  that  can  be  done  that  is  different. 
English  Friends  have  summer  schools.  One 
Meeting  in  our  Yearly  Meeting  plans  family 
worship  for  the  first  half  hour  and  a special 
program  for  the  last.  Another  has  a family 
sign-up  sheet,  and  each  family  plans  a Sun- 
day program  followed  by  a short  period  of 


worship.  Yet  another  varies  its  program  from 
Sunday  to  Sunday,  planning  visits  with  other 
Meetings,  messages  from  visiting  Friends, 
pot-lucks  and  visiting  after  the  worship  for 
any  other  Meetings  or  friends  who  may  be 
visiting,  out-of-door,  hilltop  worship,  service 
projects,  a special  children’s  day  when  they 
plan  the  meeting  (select  songs  to  be  sung, 
bring  something  special  to  show  and  talk 
about,  dramatize  a favorite  story,  etc.,  with 
their  own  junior  clerk  to  close  the  short 
meeting  for  worship  at  the  end  of  the 
program). 

Adult  Education 

Although  the  curriculum  and  methods  of 
presentation  in  the  Sunday  School  are  im- 
portant in  the  education  of  our  children, 
there  is  a greater  factor  involved.  A lack  of 
security  of  belief  among  the  adult  members 
of  the  Meeting  will  be  felt  by  the  children. 
Out  of  a concentrated  discussion  of  deep- 
rooted  problems  within  the  Meetings  repre- 
sented in  the  third  and  final  session,  came 
the  growing  realization  that  an  education 
program  for  the  adults  in  the  Meeting  is  of 
primary  importance.  These  concerns  were 
expressed,  among  others: 

1.  Members  of  some  Meetings  are  acquain- 
tances but  not  really  friends.  We  need  more 
opportunities  to  get  together  apart  from 
meetings  for  worship. 

2.  When  we  discuss  what  to  teach  our 
children,  we  find  sometimes  that  we  are  not 
sure  what  we  believe  ourselves. 

3.  Some  Meetings  are  too  ingrown.  We 
need  more  activities  outside  our  own  Meet- 
ing, yet  something  that  we  can  take  part  in 
as  a Meeting. 

4.  New  members  and  attenders  seem  to 
lose  interest  in  the  Meeting,  or  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  become  a part  of  the  Meeting. 

5.  It  is  often  difficult  for  the  more  elderly 
members  of  the  Meeting  to  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  become  acquainted  with  the  young 
mothers  in  the  Meeting. 

6.  The  vocal  ministry  in  the  meeting  for 
worship  too  often  takes  the  form  of  a 
discussion  or  becomes  political  or  social 
exclusively. 

It  was  felt  that  some  of  these  concerns 
could  not  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  in  such 
a short  period  of  time,  but  helpful  sugges- 
tions did  come  out  of  the  discussion.  Since 
some  of  these  speak  to  more  than  one  con- 
cern, they  are  not  necessarily  listed  in  the 
order  of  the  questions  above: 

1.  Set  up  a five-year  plan  of  adult  educa- 
tion, with  Bible  study,  devotional  deepening 
of  the  spiritual  life,  Quaker  history,  .and 
Quaker  aspects  (peace,  race  relations,  etc.) 
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as  general  goals  for  study. 

2.  Plan  special  projects  for  the  Meeting, 
such  as  sending  someone  to  Pendle  Hill  one 
summer  in  each  four  or  five  years,  sending 
some  one  each  summer  to  a conference,  spon- 
soring a young  person  at  a Friends’  camp, 
prison  or  hospital  service,  regular  Service 
Committee  commitment  each  year. 

3.  Plan  a specific  program  for  new  mem- 
bers. Have  library  and  literature  available, 
leaders  periodically,  forum  discussions  on 
Queries,  Quakerism,  etc. 

4.  Try  a family  discussion  night,  where 
couples  take  turns  presenting  for  discussion 
such  topics  as  home  conflicts  in  the  light  of 
Quaker  beliefs,  community  conflicts,  child- 
ren and  religious  education  in  the  home, 
budget,  etc.  See  that  new  families  are  invited 
particularly,  and  even  brought  to  the  first 
discussion  group  by  one  of  the  older-member 
couples. 

5.  Plan  a six-weeks  study  program,  then 
follow  with  discussion  sessions  once  every 
two  weeks. 

6.  Organize  formal  or  informal  small  book 
discussion  groups  with  pot-luck  dinners  once 
a month  in  members’  homes. 

7.  The  Meeting  might  sponsor  a reading 
group  once  or  twice  a month.  Invite  especial- 
ly new  attenders,  college-age  young  people, 
friends  of  Friends,  as  well  as  Meeting  mem- 
bers. Or  try  a Sunday  afternoon  library  tea, 
with  a book  review  followed  by  discussion: 
plan  a children’s  program  in  a separate  home, 
with  stories,  movies,  project  for  AFSC,  and 
their  own  “tea”  and  cookies. 

8.  A mothers’  morning  coffee  hour  once  a 
month,  where  “young”  and  “old”  mothers 
could  exchange  ideas  and  become  acquainted 
while  a sitter,  paid  cooperatively,  cares  for 
small  children  in  another  room  or  nearby 
house,  could  also  take  the  form  of  a discus- 
sion or  worship  group. 

9.  Grandmothers  (or  mothers  whose  child- 
ren are  grown)  in  Meetings  might  take  turns 
sitting  with  small  babies  in  their  own  homes 
so  that  both  parents  could  attend  meeting 
for  worship,  or  meeting  for  business.  They 
should  take  the  iniative  in  visiting  young 
mothers  who  are  more  confined  to  their 
homes  with  small  children. 

10.  Provide  many  opportunities  for  entire 
Meeting  activities:  camp-outs,  retreats,  out- 
ings (picnics,  mountain  climbing,  swims, 
hikes,  skating,  etc.),  pot-lucks  parties,  folk 
dances,  nature  walks,  carol  and  folk  sings, 
individual  family  get-togethers.  Try  a family 
recreation  day  once  a month. 

Any  education  program  undertaken  by  the 
Meeting  becomes  the  responsibility  of  each 


member  of  the  Meeting,  but  its  rewards  to 
both  individuals  and  the  Meeting  as  a whole 
will  more  than  compensate  for  the  time  and 
effort  put  into  the  program. 

— Roberta  Martin 
Multnomah  Meeting 

HOW  DO  WE  COMMUNICATE 
OUR  QUAKER  IDEAS  AND  IDEALS? 

These  questions  were  prepared  by  the  Educa- 
tion Committe  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  and  pre- 
sented to  the  session  on  Saturday  evening. 

How  do  we  view  and  solve  our  personal  con- 
flicts? Does  your  Quakerism  help  us  in  a 
unique  way? 

Is  it  possible  for  growth  to  come  out  of  con- 
flict? 

Have  we  seen  the  relationship  between  vital 
faith,  practical  problem-solving  techniques, 
and  patience? 

Are  we  able  to  identify  our  problems  in 
family  and  other  relationships? 

Can  we  cooperate  in  finding  solutions  which 
consider  the  welfare  of  the  individual  as 
well  as  the  total  group? 

Do  we  have  an  increasing  understanding  of 
the  developmental  tasks  of  persons  of  vary- 
ing ages  in  our  culture,  and  are  we  develp- 
ing  patterns  of  living  which  effectively 
make  use  of  this  knowldge? 

Do  we  express  affection,  praise  and  consis- 
tency in  our  relationships? 

Are  we  open  to  suggestion  and  criticism  from 
our  loved  ones? 

Can  we  look  within  ourselves  for  causes  of 
conflict  without  feelings  of  self-pity  or 
guilt? 

What  kind  of  authority  exists  in  a Quaker 
home? 

How  do  we  weather  crises,  as  individuals, 
a family,  and  a Meeting? 

Where  is  our  ultimate  strength? 

How  do  we  use  silence  creatively? 

Do  we  find  strength  in  our  meetings?  How? 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

College  Park  Quarterly  Meeting  will  be  held  in 
San  Jose,  at  1041  Morse  St.,  November  7,  starting 
at  11  a.m. 

* * :5c 

Northwest  Half-Yearly  Meeting  was  held  in 
Seattle  September  12  and  13.  Full  reports  were 
given  of  the  Young  Friends  activities  during  the 
summer:  Patricia  Clark  of  Victoria  reported  she 
had  attended  two  conferences,  one  with  Doukho- 
bor  young  people,  and  one  on  the  subject  of 
minority  groups;  Shirley  Stritmatter  of  Aberdeen, 
Washington,  had  been  a member  of  the  Friends 
Secondary  Summer  School  in  Pataluma,  Calif.; 
Melody  James  of  Eastside  Meeting  told  of  the 
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Northwest  summer  camp  at  Big  Lake,  Oregon; 
and  Terry  Dodd  of  University  Meeting  described 
some  of  his  experiences  this  summer  with  the 
Young  Friends  Pilgrimage  in  England. 

A number  of  concerns  about  ministry  and 
counsel  were  discussed.  One  of  the  helpful  ideas 
to  be  brought  out  was  that  the  committee’s  main 
purpose  is  to  help  members  to  a better  apprecia- 
tion of  and  participation  in  the  meeting  for 
worship.  “When  Friends  realize  that  a meeting 
for  worship  is  made  up  of  the  offering  of  love, 
trust  and  acceptance  of  God’s  will,  then  joy  and 
faith  are  increased.”  After  the  meeting  for  wor- 
ship on  Sunday  a number  of  Friends,  older  and 
younger,  who  had  been  at  Yearly  Meeting  in 
La  Honda  shared  ideas  and  impressions  they  had 
received  there. 

* ❖ Hi 

Born:  to  Helen  and  Dick  Bruner,  1840  Mill  St., 
San  Luis  Obispo,  Calif.,  twin  girls:  Ann  Caiheiine 
Bruner,  born  August  18,  1959;  Gail  Elizabeth 
Bruner,  born  August  19,  1959! 

Died:  on  September  22,  following  a long  illness, 
Mary  W.  Hiatt,  of  Palo  Alto  Meeting.  Her  husband, 
George,  passed  away  five  years  ago.  The  Palo 
Alto  Newsletter  says:  “Both  to  those  in  the  meet- 
ing and  to  many  friends  in  wider  circles,  whose 
lives  they  touched,  they  epitomized  Friends.” 
Died:  on  September  2,  1959,  at  Bronxville,  New 
York,  Clement  M.  Biddle,  He  was  best  known  in 
our  Yearly  Meeting  perhaps  for  the  Quaker 
Leadership  Grants  which  he  and  Grace  Biddle 
have  made  available  for  the  last  half-dozen  years. 
But  he  has  also  been  a quiet  “friend  in  need”  in 
many  ways:  contributing  to  Meeting  building 
funds,  providing  textiles  for  material  aids  through 
his  business  connections,  helping  to  build  Meeting 
libraries.  For  many  years  he  and  Grace  Biddle 
were  sojourning  members  of  Tucson  Meeting,  in 
whose  activities  he  took  a leading  part  during 
the  winter  months. 

Died:  on  August  15,  1959,  at  Corvallis,  Oregon, 
Robert  H.  Dann.  A graduate  of  Pacific  College, 
Newberg,  he  received  his  master’s  degree  from 
Haverford  College  in  1918.  For  many  years  he 
was  professor  of  sociology  at  Oregon  State  Col- 
lege; among  his  special  interests  was  a study  of 
the  effects  of  capital  punishment,  and  one  of  his 
better  known  publications  was  “Capital  Punish- 
ment in  Oregon,”  which  appeared  in  the  annals  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science.  For  several  years  he  was  clerk  of  Wil- 
lamette Valley  Monthly  Meeting.  In  1946  and  1947, 
Robert  and  Lyra  Dann  and  their  daughter  Dorothy 
spent  a year  visiting  F’riends  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  Upon  his  retirement  from  teaching 
in  1956,  Robert  and  Lyra  Dann  went  to  Honolulu 
to  help  establish  the  Friends’  center  there.  For  the 
past  two  years  he  taught  sociology  at  the  College 
of  the  Pacific,  Stockton,  Calif.,  where  he  also 


served  as  clerk  of  Delta  Meeting.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Lyra  Miles  Dann,  of  Salem,  Oregon, 
and  his  daughter,  Dorothy  D.  Bower  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.  Following  is  the  Minute  prepared  by  Corvallis 
and  Willamette  Valley  Meetings: 

“When  our  friends  are  removed  from  our  midst 
by  death  we  are  prone  to  speak  of  our  loss.  The 
Corvallis  Meeting  and  Willamette  Valley  Meeting 
are  mindful  of  the  spiritual  treasures  that  Robert 
Dann  has  left  with  us. 

“Devoted  to  duty,  calm  in  judgment  and  resolute 
in  his  convictions,  he  was  unswerving  in  his  ap- 
plication of  Quaker  principles  to  everyday  living. 
It  is  significant  that  on  the  campus  he  was  af- 
fectionately referred  to  as  William  Penn.  Thus  he 
has  left  an  indelible  imprint,  not  alone  upon 
Friends  but  on  a wide  circle  of  students,  faculty 
and  town  people  as  well.  Such  an  influence  can 
never  be  lost,  but  lives  on  a part  of  innumerable 
lives. 

“In  the  closer  circle  of  family  and  friends,  it  is 
inevitable  that  we  should  feel  the  loss  of  the  warm 
affection  and  deep  concern  that  he  had  for  those 
near  him.  But  for  us,  too,  he  has  left  a precious 
heritage.  God  in  His  infinite  mercy  will  comfort 
our  hearts.” 


REPORT  OF  MEETING-HOUSE 
FUND  COMMITTEE 

The  Meeting-house  Fund  was  authorized  by 
the  Yearly  Meeting  in  1957  and  has  been  stand- 
ing by  since  then,  open  to  accept  contributions. 
The  members  of  the  committee  have  exchanged 
views  by  mail  occasionally,  but  no  promotion  of 
this  fund  nor  organizing  by  this  committee  has 
been  carried  out. 

Although  this  fund  was  approved  by  a minute 
of  the  general  session  of  Yearly  Meeting,  the 
committee  was  aware  from  the  start  that  some 
Friends  and  even  some  Meetings  felt  misgivings 
that  this  project  would  have  a divisive  effect.  For 
this  reason,  at  no  time  have  we  proposed  any 
appropriation  from  the  general  funds.  If  the  fund 
is  to  grow  it  should  do  so  through  voluntary  con- 
tributions and  bequests. 

In  view  of  the  possible  lack  of  any  support  for 
the  idea,  the  immediately  decision  should  be 
whether  this  committee  should  be  continued.  If 
the  Yearly  Meeting  decides  to  retain  this  fund, 
your  committee  offers  these  recommendations: 

1.  The  Yearly  Meeting  should  incorporate  if  it 
is  to  hold  property  in  trust,  as  this  fund  presum- 
ably would  be. 

2.  Each  Monthly  Meeting  should  share  with  this 
committee  any  suggestions  or  methods  by  which 
it  has  raised  financial  support  for  its  capital  im- 
provements. Perhaps  this  “clearing  house”  of 
ideas  and  sources  of  support  will  be  more  gener- 
ally helpful  than  cash. 

3.  In  addition  to  direct  gifts  to  this  fund.  Month- 
ly Meetings  should  be  encouraged  to  lend  to  the 
fund  their  own  building  funds  under  such  re- 
strictions about  repayment,  etc.,  as  they  deem 
necessary  for  their  own  plans.  F'or  example,  ten 


PAGE  6— OCTOBER,  1959 


THE  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

Bulletin  Committee:  Madge  Seaver,  chair- 
man; Esther  C.  Richards,  editor;  Margarete  Coe, 
Virginia  Harris,  Grace  Lawrence,  Betty  Jane 
Peckham,  Edward  Thatcher,  Stephanie  Ullman. 

All  contributions  and  correspondence  should 
be  addressed  to  the  Friends  Bulletin,  2814  N.  E. 
27th  Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon. 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OF 
THE  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS 

CLERK:  Catherine  Bruner,  1603  Woodland  Dr., 
Stockton  7,  Calif.;  ALTERNATE  CLERK:  Har- 
old Carson,  Box  349,  Houghton,  Washington; 
RECORDING  CLERK:  Edwin  Morgenroth,  2721 
Fifth  Ave.,  Corona  del  Mar,  Calif.;  READING 
CLERK:  James  Riddles,  6375  Wunderlin  Ave., 
San  Diego  14,  Calif.;  STATISTICAL  SECRE- 
TARY: Mildred  Burck,  Rt.  1,  Box  167,  Mon- 
mouth, Oregon;  TREASURER:  Robert  Young, 
2304  Huntington  Dr.,  San  Marino,  Calif. 


Meetings,  each  of  which  has  $400  to  $1000  in  its 
own  building  fund,  could  help  one  another  from 
a common  pool  of  $5000  to  $10,000,  but  could  ac- 
complish little  each  with  its  own  small  fund. 

4.  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  should  try  to  help  its 
own  Meetings  when  they  face  the  final,  critical 
financing  to  launch  a new  meeting  house  or  make 
essential  improvements.  Up  to  the  present  time 
several  of  our  Meetings  have  had  to  turn  to 
Friends’  organizations  in  the  East.  Does  this  mean 
that  we  are  a “missionary  field?” 

5.  If  the  Interim  Committee  encourages  this 
committee  to  proceed,  we  will  suggest  a working 
proposal. 

Despite  this  record  of  stagnation,  the  writer 
believes  that  a common  fund  to  which  a Meeting 
may  contribute  and  from  which  it  may  seek 
loans  is  more  equitable  than  the  existing  method 
of  soliciting  widely  throughout  the  United  States 
to  aid  a particular  Meeting.  The  need  for  help  is 
not  to  be  measured  by  the  popular  appeal  or  dra- 
matic aspects  of  some  proposal.  Our  Yearly  Meet- 
ing is  strong  enough  to  begin  to  offer  this  support 


if  we  will  put  our  minds  to  it. 

If  the  Interim  Committee  does  not  believe  real 
interest  in  a meeting-house  fund  still  exists,  we 
request  that  this  concern  be  laid  down. 

— Ellis  B.  Jump,  chairman 

LETTER  FROM  MONTEVERDE 

To  Friends  Everywhere, 

We  feel  thankful  for  the  friends  from  other 
Meetings  who  have  visited  us  during  the  past 
year.  Their  messages  and  fellowship  have  been 
encouraging  and  helpful.  How  greatly  we  need 
the  loving  interest  and  guidance  of  one  another. 
Your  letters  telling  of  your  labors  and  concerns 
have  also  helped  in  this  way. 

In  order  to  help  strengthen  and  guide  our 
thinking,  two  discussion  groups,  a spiritual  heal- 
ing fellowship,  and  a mid-week  fellowship  group 
are  held.  These  are  planned  to  fill  the  needs  of 
different  ages,  nearly  all  members  being  rep- 
resented. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  had  the  joy  of 
adding  one  more  family  to  our  community.  While 
the  family  leaving  will  be  greatly  missed,  our 
love  goes  with  them,  trusting  that  they  will  be 
led  by  the  Power  which  we  all  seek  to  know 
and  to  follow.  Truly  this  should  be  the  business 
of  our  lives,  seeking  to  know  God  and  His  perfect 
plan  for  us,  then  boldly  and  joyfully  going  for- 
ward, demonstrating  to  all  the  power  of  His  way. 

Our  prayers  go  out  to  the  many  small  groups 
who  meet  often  despite  difficulties.  Correspon- 
dence with  one  such  group  has  been  very  mean- 
ingful, showing  the  ease  of  becoming  too  con- 
cerned over  our  own  problems,  while  others  are 
in  need  of  service  we  could  render. 

“He  hath  showed  thee,  O man,  what  is  good; 
and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee  but  to 
do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly 
with  thy  God.” 

With  loving  greetings, 

— Hubert  E.  Mendenhall, 

Mildred  R.  Hoge,  clerks 
Monteverde,  Costa  Rica 
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